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SpxatE.—No business was travsucted in

the Senate on Satarday.

==
e Srare Coxvestion.—In the Conven-
tion on Saturday, resvluticus wrapped in an
American fag, from citizens of Norfulk coun-
ty wera presented and tabled. Mr., Gogygin
offered an amendment to the repork of the
Committee on Federal Relations. The Con-
contion was addressed by Mr. Randolph in
opposition to tho Peace nropositions,

e T——
LecrspaTurE,—The Senate on

Vircinta
Friday passed a number of local bills.  The
House of Delegates passed the bill for the
euls of the James River and Kanawha Canal
to the Freneh Company.

R S

Mr. Kilby, the able and conservative del-
ezate in the Virginia €envention from Nan-
semond county, recently made a spesch at
Nansemond Court Ilouse, in which he ar-
sued against what he believed to be the vi-
wl error of “immediate Secession,” sud de
clared that the position whieh Virginia had,
so far taken, was one of the highest dignity.
Instead of suffering herself to be “Ailched”
on to the North, or by the counsels of impul-
give and tiery spirits to be “hitched” on tv
the South, she still held, and it was a glori-
cus privilege, the position ol Mediator be-
tween both ; and whatever others might say,
he {Mp. K.) had not the smallest doubt that
to her would belong the crowuing glory of
reconcilinting both, by a re-construction of
the Constitution, a restoration of peace and
coneord, and a return of prosperity and hap-
piness throughout the borders of cur repub-
lic. Wauld that Would
that all the patriotic hopes of Mr. Kilby
could be fultilled! Al wmen should unite tw

bring it about, i possible.

it eould be so0,

‘ ———
A fire oecurred at Thorp’s Union Squarve
Hotel building, in New York, on Friday,
which destroyed the wardrobes and regalia
of the ilolland, Pacific, Crescent, Denevo-
jent, and Arcanan Lodges of Musons, the
Metrepolitan Chapter of Royal Arch Ma-
sons, Corur de Lion and Columbia Encamyp-
ment of Koight Templars. The building
was entirely destroyed.  Total loss from
twenty to twenty-five thousand dellars. A
fire also vecurred on Orange street, Brock-
lyn, on the premises of the American Hoop
Skirt Company. Susan Williams, thedaugh-
ter of the proprietor of the building, jumped
to the ground from the fifth story, and was
killed. Anna Trianor was taken out of the
building by the firemen in an insensible
state. ller recovery is doubtful.

The Manassas Gap Railroad Company re-
ceives many undeserved comments and com-
plaints from some persons in Rockingham
county. These persons talk as if it were
not the duty and the interest of the Presi-
dent and Directors to push the work sn as
rapidly as possible.  We have every reason
to believe that the work /v condueted as rap-
idly as it can be, upder the circumsianees.
The President, Directors, officers and con-
trnetors, all exert themselves to yo «head.
But the complainants will please to recollect
the tim :3, the difficulties, and necessity for

{unds.  llave patience and do justice.
i —

A debate of marked importance on the
subject of the slave trade, in which Lord
John Russell and Lord Palmerston partici-
pated, took place in the House of Comwmons
on the 26th ult. Both these statesmen de-
nounced the faithbless conduct of Spain in
encouraging the traffic, and sharply arraign-
ed the Government of the United States for
persisting in its refusal to submit to an indis-
criminate right of visitstion and search.
The opinion was expressed in the course ot
the debate that the Southern Cunfederacy
should never be recognized until it had
given satisfactory guarantees of its purpose
to abstain from the slave-trade.

T e o

Ion. Roger A. Pryor addressed a large
meeting of the friends of secession at the
Afvican Chureh, Richmond, on Friday night,
The Commissioners from the Maryland Con-
vintion were on the stand; and a delegation
from Petersburg bearing the flag of the
“Confederato States,” & branch of pahmetto
and other secassion divices were present and
taok part in the proceedings.

The Orange Chronicle says: “At a putlic
sale in this county on Tuesday last, the pri-
ocos ubtained on things sold indicated that
the erisis had made but little or no lwmpres-
sion on the buying propensities of our com-
munity.  Horses, cattle, hogs, sheep, cora,
outs, &c., were sold at their usual high pri-

)
eos,  Bacon bronzht from 12 to 17 cents

per pound.”

I

There was an enthusiastic Union demon-
stration in Richmond, on Friday night. T'he
meeting was held at Metropolitun 1Tall, and
was addressed by Maj. Jubal A. Early, from
Frankiin county, Waitman P, Willey, ex.,
of Monongulia county, George W. Breur,
esq., of Alexandria, and Marmaduke John-
sug, esg., of Richmond,

e
The Union Conservative party in Rappa-
hannock county, at @ recent meeting nomi-
uated Col. Gireen for the House of Delegates.
Col. G. subsequently withdrew in favor of
Major Tarner, who was then unanimously
nominated by the meeting, and aceepted.

A man named Coppa, an ltalian, left his
wife on a whar{ at New York, last week, dis-
appeared, and has not since been hoard of.
Ie was a.bo't_ﬁ, he said, to go to Ltly,

The Northern ultra Republicun journals
ate not only abusing General Seott, but
charging Major Anderson with treachery!
Gov. Pickens has issued his proclamation,
¢onvening the Convention of South Caroling
un t.hﬂ 28th inst,

They con

L lasurance.

e T
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NEWS OF THE DAT.

< o show the corn age und body of lie nivgs,”

e \

The Charloston papers have but littie to
say ahout the evacuation of Fort Sumter.
sider it certain now that Major An-
derson will, in u few days, tuke bis depar-
ture, und the Mercury tells us that the fuct
has caused quite & calm emong the citizens,
while the “military, who have been full of
fizht, are now considerably calmed down.”
It adds, bowever, that the usual vigiiance is
kept up at the several points of harbor de-
tense, and by the furces afloat.

A dispateh to the New York Tribune
statos that there is a decided difference of
opinion among the members of the cubinet
on the question ol evacuating Forl Sumter,
which first found expression at the confer-
ence on Saturday night, when the military
reports, advising the withdrawal, were sub-
mitted.

Aletter in the Pensacola Observer, dated
Warrington, Tth inst., states that the Con-
federute States iroops were concentrating
there in lorge numbers, preparatory to lay-
ing a close siege to Ture Pickens.  The fam-
ilies are tlying ioto the conntry, and prepa-
rations are begr made for a severe conflict.
Gen. Ben. Metullogh, who bas arrived at
New Orleans, renoris thut Goy. Houston had
left the S Capital to avoid further com-
munication with the Conveatien,  He would
probably be deposed for his contumacy to-
ward secession,

The olject of the “Pawners’ Bank™ pro-
posad to be ncorporated in New York, is 1o
lend money to the poor. The charge on all
loans, to cover expenses ol every kind, in-
cluding interest, will be uniform and not ex-
ceed one and one-half per cent, per month.

A Washington corvespondentsays: “Robt,
J. Walker bas suddenly become a willion-
gire, by a deeision in the Suprems Court,
involving the title to a quicksilver mine 1n
Califurnin, estimated to be worth millions ol
doliars.”

Hlon, John A, Dix, late Seerotary of the
Treasury under My, Buchanan, had a for-
mai reception in the Governor's Roow, in
the City Uall, N. Y, on Thursday. Flags
were displayed fram the hailding in honor
of the oceasion,

The Milledgeville (Georgia) Recorder con-
soles itsell over the prospective loss of the
Border Stales to the Southern Confederscy
with the reflection that they will constitute
sy wall of protection agaiust the felonies of
the [ree Stutes,”

The prospeets for bnsiness at l.\.‘illi.‘:i\"llll?,

Fan by
vei il

Ky., are so discouragiog that many of the
leading werchants of that eity have publish-
ed an appeal o their landlords 1o reduce the
price of rents,

Mr. BRhett, of South Caroling, has lost two
children by the scarles fever, sinee the meet-
ing of the Sonthern Congress, of which he i
a membar,

Mr. Crittendan has postponed his Eastern
tour, and o notifica the eity government of
Boston. e will travel last probably in
May.

The term of Fudge Wilmot, jost elected to
the U. 8. Senate from Pennsylvania, will
expire in 1503,

= — e d =+ D VB El——
VIRCINIA NEWS.

On Tuesday, the 19th of February, Mrs.
Costello, a worthy and much respected old
lady, living near Upperville, Va., was found
lying dead in her yard. The painful circura-
stances of this lady’s death are not fully
known. Her ¢lothes are supposed to have
taken fire as she was in theact of lighting
her pipe. She was altogether alone, and not
being able to extinguish the flames, ran for
assistance [rom her son, who was working
near by, hut perished a short distance from
the house.  She leaves a devoted family to
mourn their heavy loss.

Riehard Hadden, who was shot by McLane
at Wheeling, Va., died from the eflects of bis
wounds on Wednesday., Before his death
Bie was infurmed that MoLaoe bad commit-
ted suicide, and expressed his deep regret,
as the utmust good feeling, he said, had al-
ways existed between them. Both of the
anlortunate voung men were huried on
Thursday.

John Kubank for many years a resi-
deat of Fredericksburg, died in Charlottes-
ville, Vi, on the 11th inst., aged 68 years. Iie
was formerly o soldier in the British army,
and when Napoleon was sent as a captive to
St. Helena was ove of the troops detailed by
the English Government to guard the Em-
peror in his lonely prison.

Thomas L. M. Cuipley, esq., quulified as
an attorney, before the County Court of Har-
dy on Monday, the 4th inst. It is the prac-
tice of the Courts of the Commonwealth to
require of an applicant to practice, to take
an oath to support the Constitution of the
United States, hut, in this iustance, Me. C.
refusing to take said outh, it was omitted.

Tha woolen factury oceupied by Messrs.
Bailey & Bowman, near Green Spring, in
Frederiek couuty, was entirely destroyed by
fire on Thursday week, entailing & loss upon
the worthy firm of not less than 23,000, No
The ovigin of the fire is attrib-
uted to necndental causes,

The Frederickshurg Corporation Bonds are
now commatding 35 cents in the dollar, The
town pays ber interest prompily, and
eancels the prineipal as fast as it matures,
and has puid in the Jast ten years some $120),-
000 of its indebtedness, which is thus redu-
ced down o 3210000,

Mon. John . Harris is a eandidate for
re-olection toCongress from the Rockiaghum

distriet.
———i b

VIRZINIA LEGISLATURE.

Iy the Seonte, on Friday, Ilouse Lill to
amend tha act coneerning distriet free schools
in the conaty of Jefferson was taken np aod
passed. +

On wmotion of Mr. Carter, Senate bill in
relation to a devise made by Joel Ushorne to
the Alexandria, Lowloun and Hampshire
Railroad Company was taken npand passad,

The bill to incorporate the Southern kx-
press company was teken up and amended in
several particulars, and ordered to a third
reading,

tn the House of Delegates, the Lill for the
vay of the Coimmissioners to the Peace Con-
ference ns nmended by the Senate was pas-
sed,

Senate bill for the relief of the Urange and

Alexandria Railroad, was, on motion: of Mr.
Barbonr, 1aid on the rable.
, House bill amending chapter 103 of the
Code of Virginiu, concerning births, warri-
sges and deaths, with the amendment pro-
posed thereto by the Seunate, was taken up
and the aroendment coneurred in.

butre was passel.
The bills for the relielof Thos, K. Davis,

| Sheriff of Prinee William county, were re-

ported on adversely by the Committes on -
nance.

The engrossed bill for the sale and trans-
fer of the James River and Kanawha Canal
was taken up and passed-—ayes 115, noes 2,

Mr. Ward presented the petitivn of John
A. Rassell, praying reliel from taxes impro-
porly imposed, in consequence ofan errone-
ons assessment upon certain lands in Fred-
erick county.

The bill allowing ndditional ecompensation
to the Adjutant General, for the years 1854

-'60, was laid on the table.

-

The bill extending the Hinite of Fredericks- |

upen it. I have read itwshow the aanimuy
of the public mind of Great Dritaiv in rela-
tion to slavery in this eountry. Can you !
suppose, when Enaland refuses, even under
the solemn stipulations of her plighted lalth
to return, not ulupe a fugitive slave, but a
criminal also, that we can hope to recover |
cur fugitive slaves who may seck an asylum :
in the Northeru States, after we have efivet-
ed u seperation from this confederncy? No.
[ think then, thut the evil in the matter of
escaped fugitive negroes will be aggravated |
by secession ratirer than diminished.
Butapart from this, Mr. President, T re-
gard seeession as the doom of slavery withio
the Border States. Secession, in the first
place, will have the tendeney to promote in-
creased facilities for escape on the part of
our negroes. The insecurity of the tenure
by which such property will be held in the
Border States will render the emigration of
slaves from these States more frequent and
numerous.  The owner, conscious of the in-
security of his property, will beanxious to
put it in a place of safety and secarity.
Apart trom this, Mr. President, the in-
ereased price of cotton and the negro will |
canse the removal of slaves from the Border
States, and the vacuumn thus created will be
supplied by persons from the North or {rom

foreizn emigration—thus introducing into |
the State persons who are hostile to the in- |
!

stitution of slavery. All these causes, ca-op-
erating together, will, ina very short peviod |
of lime, ecause un entire exodus ol slaves
from the Border States of this Union.  But
who can tell whether disunion willeome in
peace or in the storm o war? I, for one,
believe that a peaceful separationof these
States cannot be effected.  The interests are
ton great aud too pfel‘\‘adi:lg tu he .-s|1:|.|'|p|'d
suddenly asunder withont causing irritation,
bitterness, strife and civil war,

What shall beecomeof the public domain?
What shall beeome of our army and navy?
What shall he done in regard to the free nav-
igation of the great rivers ot the Ohio, Mis
sissippi and the Missouri?  You may e
elare them free rvivers.  Lut what are paper
declarations worth?  The experienes of man-
kind has shown them to be worthless.  Will
the Northwestern States, whose territory is
bounded by those great streams, in view ol
the greatness and magnitade of their com-
mereial interests upon those rivers, toleraie
or suffer, for one moment, thewmouthsol” the
Mississippi to fall into the hands of a for-
eign republic or hostile State?  Will the
Northwestern and Northern States, who ace |
s0 deeply interested in the navigation of the
Galf of Mexico, permit the forts at Key West
and Tortuess which command its enrranee,
1o pasa into the hands of a foreign power,
thereby making the Gult a mare cluusion. -
But letwar come, the institndon of slavery
will vanish from our midst.  The perpetuity
of that institution depends upon peace anid |
repose.  Let civil war onee sound its horrid
tocsin in this land, and slavery is at once
ended. In those enuntries where there have
been alternate scenes of anarchy and milita-
ry despotism, as for instance in Mexico and
the South American States, slavery has dis-
appeared, leaving the institution alone re-
nwiining in Brazil and Cuba, which have heen
free frow civil war and intesting comiaotions,

What do we gain, Mr. President, by seces-
sion and a union of our destinies with the
Cotton  States?  What guarantee have we
that the Soathern Confederacy, which we
are invited to join, will be maintained for
any great length of time?  Willnot the same
causes which have operated in the present
Union to lisintegrate and overshrow one of
the most beautiful fabrics that the ingenuity
of man has ever contrived, press with equal
power, force and effect in overthrowing the
new Republic? Will they not have the sume
ever recurring question ol taxation? Will
not the same elements of aniagonism exist
and operate there?  Will not the same ques-
tion of the equilibrium of pelitical power
Letween the different sections still opesase
in a Southern Confederacy? I the daring
Erostratus of Revolution has fived the pres-
cut venerable pile ol Freedom, what securi-
ty have we that his desolating torch will not
be lighted to consume the new temple which
may be raised in its stead ? L these ques-
tions are to be stifled and suppressed, you
must first regenerate human nature.

sArts fude, States fall, but Nuture pever dies."”

The elements of destruction will operaze
in a Southern Confederacy with a more po-
tential effcet than in the present. In the
new Confederacy the charm of the great {ed-
erative principle, by which these States ure
bound together, will be dispelled. There
will be other causes operating which will
produvce the sume result.

It has been said, Mr. President, thet {ree
trade was not only une of the efvments which
entered into the causes which haveled wa
dissolution and rupture of the present Conted-
eracy, but that the guestion of re-opening
the Afiican slave trade was also a potential
elemeat. May nut these sime questions ex
ist within the Svathern Contederacy? Aund
say what you will, this question of re-open-
ing the African slave trade will have a pow-
erful effect in producing dissent andatrife in |
their midst.

Ia the argument made by Mr, Yaneey, at
the Montgomery Conveation, in Alubama,
and to which [ have alveady refereed, that
gentleman conclusively shows that the re-o-
pening of the African slave trade is & neces-
sity wpon the part of the Southern peapie.
As I bava already shown to this Convention,
he complained, that in the Southern Swares
there was a scarcity of labor, and he de-
nounced that policy which compelled ths
Southern people to procura their negrozs
within the Border States. He asked the
yuestion, why was it that the people of the
South were foreed to go to Virginia and pur-
chase negroes for 31500, when the same
eould be procured on the eoast of Congo and
Guinea for 32007  We know the fuet that
there are many eminent, powerful and intla-
eotial men at the South who usre eombined
together for the re-upening of the African
siave trade. [f it be the interest of tne
South to re-open the Afriean slave trade,
w1l they not repeal all those lasws which in-
hibit it? Icmay be true, as was said by the
gentleman from Harrison, (Mr. Carlile, ) that
probably to no very great extent will the
African slave trade ever be reopened, for
in the event of s dissslution of the Union,
all the powers of the world would be com-
bined more actively fur its suppression:
therefore the importation of African slavery
into the Southern States wmay meast with a
check.

But, Mr. President, you eannot stitle the
promptings of interest. These questions
will exist, will become elements ol political
consideration in the new Confederacy, nnd
will operate with more power and potentiali-
ty in breaking up the Confederacy of the
Sonth than they have operated in destroying
the prosent. Already have been borne on |
the breeze to our ears the mutterings ol the
coming storm. Taxation and the irrepressi-
ble confliet continue still the prolitic souree
of discontent.

But, Mr. President, it is said that the
Southern States will not encourage the Afri-
can slave trade, because it would be destruc- "
tive of their interests. We are teld that by
ao_additional supply of African labor the
value of slave would he depreciated.  What
lluus'the Southern planter care about a de-
preciation in the value of his negroes? 1le |
does not own the negro for the purpose of
sitle, or as i vendible commodity. The chiel

‘en the border ¥rom sending their slaves for

i they du it?

st necessarily decliue, or else they come
into eompetition with other ention-growing
| eouniries.

Laent and sold o any advantage at the exis-

Cthe Cotton Conlederacy  should ingerpose

{ o plunge the ecouniry o eivil war,”” &

value of the negro to him is the production of
cotton.  Cheap negroes to him are desirable.

Bat, Mr. President, we are told that il we |
du not enter into this Confederacy, if we do |
not link our destinies with the Gulf States,
that the Gulf States will inhibit the States

sale into the Cottun States.
Mr. Presiden:, ean they do it? Dare|
Their own power, their cwn
intercsts depends entively upon the produc- |
tion ol cotton.  in order to compete sucees. |
fully with the other cotton-growing counties |
of the world, the price of cotton must be |
kept down tu a certain minimum price.—
When it goes beyvond that, the production of |
cotton is stimulated in the other cotrop-
gwwing regions of the world. They, there-
fore, cannot dispense with our labor—they
are furced to have it. It they are cut off
trom the supply of labor frum the bLorder
sluve States, the production of cutton, which
is the source of their prosperty and wealth,

juat

ey

They boast, Mr. President, that Cotton is
King: they tell us that his supremacy s so
tiemiy estabiiched that it eannot be over- |
thrown—that his sway is 8o omaipotest |
that Kagland, with all her antipaiby to sla- |
very, with all her instinets in belall of [ree-
dom must bow 10 submission Liefure his pow-
Hlow is this?  Isuhiy heast justified by
tho taets?  lsoit trae that the eotton of the
Southern States 18 Kinpg?  Are there any
uthoer eountries in the world that ean eome-
nete with the Southern States in the prodae-
won of cotton? Wiy, sir, Indin produces
alvaady more cotton than the Southern
States, The waximunm product of the Hoath
in one vear is lour wiliien five huondred
thousand bales, and yat Indin produces an-
nually six millions of bales. 11 iy asked,
why i it that Epgland with ali her etforis,
s not been enabled o Luild up rivals o
i and elsewhere to the cotton production
uit the Soath? Lo vesults from this consider-
ation alune, that whilst cotton can be pro-
dueed in Todie s it inonr own eouniry,
yet the eost of transportation from the
ton fields to the poinis whener itisto be enr-
ried to Enclind i &0 great that it cannot be

tol-

ting price,

Dut whieneyver cotton, grown in the South-
ern States has risin to 12 or 124 conts o
pound, von will find the growth of cotton in
Indin will Le exiended and niaper laeililies
for its fransportation provided. Lo the year
[ 57, when cotton vose to 125 eents u pounid,
tha fooms ol Great Britain wmanafetared 1il-
iy per cent. ol eotlon ot grown in thetuall
States ol this country.  You hive nol only
Ldia product @0 compete with i, but it has
heen demonstraied that in (enteal Ameri-
ea, inthe Valley of the Miwdabena, aud in the
\':l”!‘.\“\' of the Amazon and Oranoco, there
are rich cottou lands yer untouched;: and it i

o lnw inhibiting the sale of negroes fram
the Border States, the resuiv would he that
Inbor would he enchanced in value in the
Qotton States, and cotton would neeassarily
eost more, and that fodia, Algeris, Central
Ameriea and South Amerien would come in-
to competision with the Cotton States,

Bui, Mr. {rosident, what are we to ;_::dn
by immediate secassion and by linking our
destinies with the Soathern Sates? Weare
told, if we join the Cotton Confederacy we
will become o weeat manulacturing intei-
est within that Confaderacy—ihat Virginia
and the Border States will sceupy the same
relations to the Southern Siates which now
exist between the Stares of New Kaglud
aud the States of tha Soush,.  Why, 5r. Pre-
siddent, how does this invitation o join the
Southern Uontederacy and these promises
comport with the idea that France and Fng-
land sre ready tu enter into freaties of alli-
ance and eommereial reviprocity with  thess
Southarn States? I they enfer into these
allinnees with fngised as has been intima-
teil by Southern papers, in the interests of
the new  Contederacy, what will lecome ol
the promised manufueiuring industey and
prise of Virginia and the other Border
ilas !':L’,.’_’.-

enier !
States of which we hewr ) mueh?
land ever been known toenter into an allianee
of o commegeinl character, with any nation,
that she did not require an ample equivalent
for the advantuees  which sha bestowed?  If
she purchuses the cotton, will she not ve-
quire the Southern Biates to buy in return
its equivalent in munufactared goods? - This
has been the eommereial system of Englund
from the days of Cromwell doswn to the pres-
ent time, and that system she has systemati-
cally pursued in all her commercial inter-
course with other nezious. It was the ob-
servance of thix system, as was said the sther
day by the gendeman from Bedlord, (Mr.
Giogezin,) that preveated us, in our eolenial
condition, from making even a hob-uail.—
This would be very mueh the ease with us
in this new Conikderaey. It isa remar

ble fuet, that where there is o laree supoly
of tha raw material, 1t has been saldom torn-
ed into the manufaciuring state, in the place
of its peoduction.  How is it that in rhe
Southern States the raw material has to be
sent to New BEugrland, or neross ths Addantic
to England to be converted into the fabrie,
and in that State bronght hack ?  1tis the
manuinetare of the roow marerial which gives
to Eugland the wealth she possesses. This,
aiv, is 2 part and pareel of that eomemereial
system upon which reats the greatness und

the comnmercind pawer of thiat couairy.,  She
furees [ndia to sell 1o hor the raw material,
and buy in reraro her mansfactores, Al

when these gentlemen in the Santhern Statos
sappnse that Englind will fosrer their inger
estg, will form allinness and conneetions
with them, and that @6 ia o be dope at the
expenee of this poliey, w hich sho has alwaoes
pursued, they are very much mistaken,  For
my part, I cannot sea thae chere i3 any rea-
son why Virginin shonld embark upon this
ankoown future of secession, and join in this
Southern Contederacy.

1 desivato submit o the consideration of
this Conventinn, afoswahservations in regard
tothe amendment uuderconsiderntion, which
was prasented by the gentleman irom Ame-
lia, (Mr. Harvie,) as n sabstitaie for the res-
olution offered by tha geatleman from Gonen-
land, (Mr. Leake) T desire to srate the
reason why | eanuot vote for that amend-
ment, .

[ consider that amandment, My, President, .
as an ordinanee of secession in diseaise, |
ennsider i, in effect, a declaration of war
made by the Commonwezlth of Virginia
against the Vederal Government.  What is
that amendment? It starts ont with a
“wherens,” samewhar similar fo the [aimons
preamble in which the Congress of the Unit-
eid Stutes declarad the existenes of wwar be-
tween this country and Mexico, “wheress
war exists by the net of Mexieo,”

In the substitnie we have this bueages
“Wherens,it is now plain that it is the purpose
of the Chiel Fxecurive of the United Sates

e thea goes on further, and assuming the
fuct of o declaration of  hostilities on the
partof the President against the South, asks
from this Convention mandatory instructions
to the Legislature to put this State in an at-
titude of defence, and to emiploy the military
power and arm of the Stute, notonly to re-
sist the holding, taking and possessing the
places belonzing to the government within
the secedad Stales, but likewise to resist all
attempts to collect the revenues in these
States,

I do not stand here, siv, to vindieate all |
the views which bave been set forth in that |
Inaungural, [ do not stand here in any sense

[ sire to defend uny of the mensures which e |
suggests: I do not desire to vindicute him or

'als to whom the distinguished gentleman

"yient should not be altered, unless by the

-
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I cannot for one montent sanction ail the
doctrines coutained in the Inaugusal of the
President of the United States. I do notde-

Lis policy : but I wish to exumine the terms
of that [naugural so far as we may Lest the
correctoess of the declarations contained in
the preamble and resolutions, that he does
intend to mwake war upon the States of the
South,

1 do not belong to that elass of individu-

from Halifex, (Mr. Flournoy,) relerred the |
day betore yesterday, who assume the posi-
tion that Liceoln did not mean what he said.
On the contrary, [ wish to ascertain what he
said. and not what he meant to say.

What has he said? Ile bas deelared, os
muny of the Presidents before him—as 1 be-
lieve all have declared, wish the exception of |
Madison wnd Monroe—that a State had no |
right to secede [rom the Union.  Awd argi- |
g ingieally upon this asstmntion, he eomes |
toy the eonclusion that no State, by her with- |
drawal from the Union, is degally amd eonsti-
tutionally ous of the Union,

Assining, theveldre, thata State is within
the Union, he makes ao declaration of o
principle of a general character, the muth of
which mnst npecsssarily be admitted hy adl,
that it is his duiy as Presidentof the United
States, (o exoreise the congtitutiotad powers |
entrnsted o bis keeping, and enjoree the |
laws of the United States enacted under the |

Consiiiutien, i

3ut dees he say that he means to enforee
the lnw and exercise his constitutiousl power |
in the States whieh bave secoded 7 His de-
clarption is, il | undersiand it eorrectly,
that s far as practicable, be will enforee the |
lws within the States, unless his masters, |
the sovereinn people, shall otherwise direct.

Now, what are the eonstitntional powers |
of the President of the United States, aml |
wit e his daties under the law?

Vo, sir, who recognize the rigit of o State
Io secede, deny that he has any power with-
in these States.  We deny that he can, by
virtue of any Federal authorivy, execute the
liws of the Unired States within tho seceded
States, and therelore we advocata the pro- |
priety and tha policy upon the part of the |

Administration to surrender to the seceded |
States the property withio their limits, and |
to abandon the idea ol enlorcing the revenue |
laws,  But arguisg from the positions assu- i
med by Mro Lincoln, that these Seates ware |
stiflb within the 'nton, aod that he must exe- |
eute the laws, how is he o execote them!s - |
Is he to execute them !lt'\?ll]'llil!l‘,: to his own
mere will nond pleazare? o must he exeeute |
them in the mode and  manner pointed out |
by the Constitution and ihe laws? e ean |
enly do so secording o lnw and the Cunsti-
Titionn,

Now, ean he execute these laws within o
soemded Siate?  Phese Stades, whether right- }
fally or wronglully, have seceded and have |
fored oe themselvey w confederacy, which |
oueht o be considerad nt the least, as w gov-
ornment de facto. They have expelled from
theiv Hwits every Federn! officer.  There is
not o man, woman or ehild within their lhu-
its who recegnizes ullegianee to the Goven- |
ment of the United States. They have es-
tablished a Goverument with means and ae-
mizs sufficient o maintain its independence,
not only against the Government ot the Uni-
ted Srates, but against the world,  How,
then, can the lgws of she United States he
executed by the President?

The laws can unly be exeeuted by means

of the eivil sathority. The power of the
military caruos be employed by the Exeen-
tive, except as auxilisry to the eivil power.
Nuw, all the powers of the President of the |
United States being exercised under the,
laws, I ask where is the authority, aceord-
ing to the Constitution or any Jaw of Con-
rress, authorizing him to execute the laws
oA the United Bwm within the limits of
the territovies of ceded Stawes, in re-
zard to the collection of the revenue, when
thie civil powoer has censed to exisc /e facts
thevain? 10 Mr. Lincoln sheuld assume the
power, without suthority of law, and in vio- |
lution of the Constitution, and shoold ai- |
temot o eolleet tribute of the Southern |
Stutes, would that be ol iwself u sufiicient |
ground tw justify the State of Virginiato |
resort to immediate secession from  this
Uniem? 1 say not.  If the Presidentof the
United States were to make an illegal, un-
suthorized and uneonstitutional attempe o
colleet  tribute in the seceded Stares, it
would be prompily resisted and met by the
Southern President. and by the confedera-
ted wrms of the Southern States. They
hmve pewer sullicient w protect and defend
themelves azzinst any such astempt. Buat |
suppose that the Exocutive of the United
States is sustained am! supported by the
Coneress of the Unived States, or by the
Novthern people, in lurnishing supplies, ard
aiding and ¢o-operating with the President
of the United States in any wovement
which he may set on foot for the enfores-
went of what [ regard as tribute upon the
part of the Southern States? L wounld say,
then, that every waan within the limits of
the shee Siates, whether they be the Cotton
or the Border States, would be united in re- |
sisting sueh ap anconstitutional and vppres- |
ive exorcise of power npen the part of the
dent of the Unired Seates,
The eivil power of the Federal Govern-
ment has eessed tooexist in the seceded
states, And the President has no power to
fil the vacancios which have ocearred in the
Federal offices in thoas States.  These vwe
cancies having cecurred during the session |
of Congress, no pover is vested in the Pres
ident of the United States, ander the Con-
stitution, to 4ll any of them, so rthas there
are no means now by which the President
ean hring the army and navy into requisi-
tion to aid the eivil oflicer to execnie the
laws in these States.

Lot s test Lincola by what he has said.
He suys he will only enforee the laws as far
as practicable, wvnless his masiers, the pec-
ple, shall vtherwise direer.  What have the
people, his masters, directed? IHuave thoey
given hita auzhority to enfores these laws
within the limits oi’ the seceded States?
Oa the contrary, when the Congress of
United States was asked to confer this ex- |
traordinary power upen the President of the
United Srates, to eall out the militia to aid
in the exeention of these laws, Congress,
althongh the HQenublicans were then in a
majority, gained by the withdrawal of the
represeatatives of the six or seven seceded
Spures, refused to confer upon the Presidest
any such authorizy.

The lower branch of Congress has gone
still further,  Although the Republicans
were in a msjority, they passed the resalu-
tinns which were reported hy the Commiviee
of Thirey-Three in regard 1o the Personal
Liberty bills. These resolutions declared
that thesa hills, passed by Northiern State
Legislatures, were, in their spirit and rea-
dengy, unconstitutional, and requested the
Nurthern States to repeal them. Congress
went even o step farther. We have been
frequently told that slavery is in danger
within the States. We find that Congress
passed a resolution recommending an amend-
ment to the Constitation of the United
States, declaring it heyond the power of
Congress to interfere with the institution of
slavery within any of the Stutes of the
Union, and then declaring that this amend-

per

unanimous  cousent of the slaveholding
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States.  Notwithstanding that this was o
Repabliean Congress, pledged to carry out

all the principles of the Chicdgo platforua,
and having, as I said, a majority, it yet did
not ateempi, in pursuance of their pledge;
to repeal the laws in New Mexico, estab-
lishing the status of slavery witliin its
limits: nor did they, in the biils organizing
the teyritovies of Colorads, Nevada, and
Dacotuls, incorporate the proviso inhibiting
slavery north of 36 deg. 30 min., which was
incorpurated in other territorial bills, and
which was su offensive to the South.  There-
fore, when you take this declaratien of the
President, in cunnection with all the sur-
rounding circumstauces, with the actual
impossibilicy existing upon his purt to make
an attemps any where against the Southern
States, you may well infer that the Presi-
dent did not mean that he intended to march
an army inw the Gulf States, or in any
other way to coerce und subjugate them.
I3ut, again, Mr. President, the latter part
of this resolution pledgzes the State to resist
by arms any attempt to collect revenue on
the part of the Federal Government. And I
say this is a declaration of war. Itis an act
of secessivn in disgaise, because a collision be-
twaen the State Government and the Federal
Guvernment woull necessarily lead atonce to

{ displeeement ol Virginia from her present

position, 1 ohject to that part of it, for an-
other reason : a resolution, under these cir-

Pewmstunces, pledging the State of Virginia
LT T

ist the eullection of the revenue alone
would pui it in the power of Mr. Lincoln,
by ihi exercise of o rash, avbitrary and un-

constitutional power upon  his  part, to
plunge the conniry into eivil war. I am op-

posed to tensting such great power in the
hands ol wny one man, [ such acts of Mr,
Lincoln should be sustained by the North-
ern people, i they should be sustained by

{ the Congress of the United States, the repre-

septatives of the people, then Virginin, with
all the Border States, will present one uni-
ted and determined [ront against the exer-
cise ol any sueh powaer,

But, Mr, President, we are again reques-
ted to vore for the substitute to the resolu-
tion becanse the lnaugural denies the bind-
ing validity of the judgments of the Su-
prews Court in the lust resort. 1 think this
argument has been nrged in consequence
of w misapprehension of Lineolu's Tnaugu-
ral adidresy.  Itis charged that the Presi-
dent of the United States in his Inaogural
wildress, has declared that the judgments of
the Supreme Court of the United States
have no binding validity upon the co-ordi-
nite departments of government, or upon
the peaple; und the idea seems to have gone
abrowmd that the design of the President of
the United States was to earry out the idea
of Seward to re-construet the judiciary of
the United States, in order to place that tri-
buual in the power of Republicanism. 11
such had baen the object of the President of

Fihe United States, would he not rather, on

the contrary, have attempted to have impar-
ted ro the Supreme Conrt of the United
Seies the sasctity of fallibilicg? 1T he
desizaed to Dmpose upon this country the
siples of flepublicanizm, aud as he has
e+ power of placing upon that bench men
who repressnt his own opinions, would it
uot have been his poliey to have upheld the

[ doetrine, that the decisions of the Supreme

Court were binding upon the country, and
that that tribenal was the last and final re-
sort in the arbitrament of all constitutional
l‘l'llf‘-ﬁl,lﬂ‘lﬂ.

Mr. President, I will read a short extract
from the loaucural address of the Presi-
dent, and when you carefully examine irs
phrasealogy, you will fiud that the doctrine
contained in the Inaugural, in this particu-
lar, is the same duetrine which has ever
been maintained by the States Rights party
of Virginia, from 1798 down to the present
time; that it is not only sustained by the
Virginia resolutions of ’08, the Kentucky re-
solutions, the report of Mr. Madison upon
thuse resolutions, but is sustained by the
opinion of those to whom the States Rights

| party has ever fooked: and is also sustained

oy the judgment of our own Courts. The
exsragt trom the Inaugural, is as follows:

“I do not forget the position assumed by
gome, that canstitational questions are to be
decided by the Supreme Court; nordo I de-
ny that such decisions must be binding, in
any case, upon the parties to 2 suit, us
to the object of that suit, while they are
also eatitled to very high respect and con-
sideration in ali parallel cases by all other
depariments ot the Government.  And while
it is obviously possible that such decision
may be erroneons inany given case, still the
evil effuet following it, being limited to that
perticular case, with the chunce that it may
be overruled, and never hecoma a precedent
for oiher cases, can better bhe borne than
could the evils of a different practice. At the
spme rime the eandid eitizen must confess,
that it the policy of the Government upon
vitul questions, affecting the whule people, is

| to be srrevocably fixed by decisions of the

Sunreme Court, the instant they are made
in ordinary litigation between parties in per-
sonzl actions, the people will bave ceased to
be their own rulers, having to that estent
orastically resigued their governmentinto the
hands of that eminent tribunal.”

s uot that the doetrine Jaid down in the
resolutions of "5, which declared that each
Stute has, [r itself, the right to judge of the
infraction of the constitutional compaet, and
the mode and mensure of redress?  When
those resalutions were transmitted in 1798
to the Northern States for adoption, the res-
punse came bazk, that they recognized no
such iinal interpretation by the States, buot
thal by the terms of the Constitution it was
fpdeed in the Federnl Judicinry; and the re-
port of Mr. Sadison ‘maintnioed that if the
Padera! Jadielary was the final arbiter of the
righss of the Stuees, the Sopreme Court of
the United States would have the power, by
its judgment, to bind the co-ordinate depart-
ments of the government and the people, and
tha altimete silect of which would be to ¢on-
cenirate in one depactment of the govern-
mant, supreme and absolute power.  When
thix snhject eame hefore the Supreme Court
of the United Siates in o case from Rhode
[sland connected with Dore's rebellion, it was
neked, by one of the Judges, after relerring
to their unfitaess to julge of politieal gues-
tions, what people, vuriured in the prinei-
ples of Humpden and Sidney, would ever
consent w place their liberties in the hands
of the Judiciary,

We were told the other day, that for his
of absolute power, Charles [ was
hronght to the block.  There is more signifi-
cance in that allusion than at tirst appeurs,—
We find that that monarch was bronght to
the block in eonsequence of an effort, on his
park, to impose doctrines on his people ad-
verse to the liberty of the British subjeet
which w venal judiciary, appointed by him-
self, vindicared and apheld Ly their judg-
ment.  But we do nul want to entrust to
Judicial power questions of sueh interest and
mignitade.

L will refer yon, Me. President, toa short
extract taken from a report made to the Sen-
ate of the United States by a distinguished
Senator, a gentleman who once veeapied the
Ciabernatorinl Chair, nnd whose publie and
private life was adorned by every virtue, I
refer to James Barbour, who, in his report
on the ease of Matthew Lynn, who, wuder
the sedition law, was condemued 1o fine and
nnprlﬁu'nmﬂm. saye:

“To times of violent party excitement, agi-
tating 1 whole nation, to expect that judges
will be entirely exempt from its influence,
argues a profound ignorance of mankind.—
Although clothed with the ermine, they are-
still men, and carry into the judgment seat
the passions and metives common to their
kind. Their decisions, on party questions, re-
flact theirindividual opinions, which frequent-
Iy betray them unconsciously into error.—
To balance the judgment of a whole people,
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by that of two i three men, noinatter )
may be their gilicial elevation, is to exal; t:!nr
¢reature of the Constitution above its (;',-,,.m
tor, and t assail the foundution of our p"if'
tical fabric, which is, that the decisiyy of :{I
people is infallible, from which thers o
:s.p'p'eal, but to Heaven.”

The very same position was assume
Jefferson 1n many ut_' his letters—by Pres.
dent Jackson, in his message vetuing i)
Charter of the U.S. Bank, iu which he d::a
nies that the Judiciary of the United '5:t
cun bind the executive and iegiﬁlalivetlap‘;:ts
ments of the Government by their judume; r-

Mr. President, what are the duty ang ;]1 )
policy of Virginia under the t:xistilfg;c-ircunta
stances? Wirginia is warmly and n;'dendl'
attuched to the Union of these Staes. :\'uly
however, sir, to a Union perverted and .
surped, but to a Union framed m the spirit
and object in which it was established ;u-:[
contemplated by our fathers. To suel '3
Union, and te none other, wiil Virginia ecer
E‘,‘hng, agd noae other will she ever cheris),
The Union of these States was pre-eminently
a Virginia conception—the conception of hey
wisdom and her putriotism.  To the leay of
Union, she brought, as a bride, her do v.-r\;
that munificent domain lying northwest of
the Ohio river. Beneath the hallowed poof
of Mount Vernon was conceived tho idea of 4
wore perfeet avd a more lasting Union f
l-l_sese States.  When the Commissioners frog,
Virgioia and Maryiand there sssembled, fyr
the purpose of entering into commereiy]
stipulations in regard to the uavigation o
the Putomac and she Chesapeake, the ides of
the conference of the States wus supgreste]
at Annapolis, and which finally led to the
Convention ol ull the States which wmet in
Philadelphia, by which the Constitution ang
the Union wus established.  Virgivia, fop
thiz Union, has sacrificed mnel, and <he wil|
sacrifice more, consiztently with her hunos,
In these time of our nastional ealamity, Vie
ginig is called upon to vescue this Union
from peril.  ltis herancient privilege.  She
rescued it when ar its Lust gasp in the grea
political revolution of' [TUN; she saved it by
her peaceful mediation in 1355, and she re.
cued it (rom peril in the compromise mes
sures of 1850, .

Bu-t Virginia has no sympaihy with thy
doctrine, whether it comes from the North
or from the South, that there exists an iyre
pressible conflict of opposing and enduring
forces between the two sections, growing out
of th-e diversities of soil, of c]itq:m', of pro-
ductions, und of domestic institutions, oy
the contrary, she regards these diversitios
links in the great chain of Unlon, binding
the States more closely together. Butin or.
der to form w perlect Union, each link must
be preserved io all ity original integrity
Under such cireumstances, Virginia is cali-
ed upon to discharge the duties of ler an-
cient office. Iler pusition is truly grand wnd
sublime. 'The conntry looks lur soe grand
and magoanimous experiment which wili
rescus it from strife and ¢ivil war, Lo,
than, Virginiz, Mr. President, strive vigor
ously and earnestly to remove all causes of
discontent between two sections of the coun-
try. Let her strive vigorous and earnestiy
to bring back the seceded States of this U ni-
on and Teconstruct it wnew-—-1o reconstriet
and bind together a Union in fact, in feeling
and in interest. It should be her duty w
impress upon the people ol the different
States that noble lesson, that

“No matter that at different chrines,
They prayed unto ore Gadl;:

No marter that at diflerent iimes
Their fathers won the sod,

. In fortune and in fuwe they're bound

In stronger links than steel,

Al neither can bhe safe or vound
But in each other’s weal."

What, then, Mr. President, should Virginia
do? The duty of Virginia is to act in the
present emergencey with promptness and de-
cision. Let her speak out. TLet her demand
asettlementof the issues pending between the
two sections of the country now and furever,
The country demands that there shall be u i
nal settlement—a settlement at oncee, and, as |
have said, furever. What programme, then,
or line of policy should Virginia pursne?—
Let her, as indicated in the resolutions of
the gentleman from Chesterfield, (Mr. Cux.)
enll a4 conference of the Border Stutes,  Les
them determine upon such wendments o
the Censtitution us may be deemed necessary
for the protection of the South. £
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whether they shall be the Crittenden wmend-
ments, or any other amendments, equivalent
to them. Let her propose them as the nlii-
matum upon which the settlement of the
questions at issuc hetween the two sectiond
is to be adjusted,

It is due to the border sluve Siates thit
we all should meet in Convention, 1 would
not rashly and precipitately rash out of this
Union, or undertake this settlement without
the counsel of these Border States, Wo
have condemned the Cottou States for their
separate and hasty action. We should not
imitate the same action, but we sionid call
our sister Border States into council.

But, Mr. President, i’ ull this shall fail—
if the propositions thus tendered for a set-
tlement of the pending issues, shall Le ve-
jected, what, then, will be the duty of this
State? The duty of this State will Le, to
unite with the States of the South and sueh
of the nun-slaveholding States as shall agree
with them, and appealing from the cancelled
obligations of a violated compaet, shall adopt
the present Consticudon, with goaraniees
for their mutaal safety and protection, and
thus reconstructing the (Inion atrash, super-
sede the present Government at Washing
ton, tike possession of the National Capitl,
of the archieves of Government, of (e puie
lie domain, and of the ancient flag—-thestars
and stripes of the nation.  AQl these are nirs

Bat, Mr, President, in the weantone Vir
ginia should demand that the arn of Fedes
ral authority shoald be stayed, and thar no
attempt should be made, on the purt of the
Federal Government, to coerce aud sulju
wate the Stutes which have secedad from the
Union. Recognizing as [ have alwuys done,
the right of & State to secede, to judue of
the violation of its rights, and to appeul toits
own mode and measure of redress, | could
oot uphold the Federal Government in 2n
attempt to coerce the seceded States and
bring them back into the Union.

If, My, President, those effurts on the putt
of Virginia for concihation and hurmony
shall fail—if the Nurthern Stutes shall e
Jjeel the overtures ol peace thus tendervd,
and shall attempt to ivaugurate the pelicy
indicated by the Chicago platform—-if then,
in the battle's wreck and in the midnight ol
storms which shall follow this Union, the
Rome of our hearts and affections, with all
the storied memories of its pictured past,

“Shall in Tiber melr, —

And the vast range of its wide Ewmpire fall,”
we shall be cheered by the consoling retlee-
tion, that we, ut least, are innocent.

Mr. President, one word more, and | am
doue. With Virginia my lot is east, Come
weal—Come woe.  Beaeath her soil repose
the remains of those who gave me existence,
and of my children, and when my own jour-
ney of life shall have been vun, my prayer
will be that I too may rest in her busom.

Lapy Davis, rue Frrst War Vessern Pree
ArLoar ny Sovrn CaroniNasiNce Tue Wak
or ocR INDEPENDENCE, LT706.—This vessel
was bought by Governor Pickensat Rich-
mond and altered for service, armed with
tweaty-four pounders, and regularly equip-
ed. She started Tuesday night on the bar-
bor defence with her complement of enlis-
ted men—Lieutenant T. Br Huger comman-
ding, with First Lieutenant Dozier and Lieu.
tenant Grimball. Shes ready for her work
of defence, and Governor Pickens has direc-
ted her to he named Lady Davis, in compli-
| ment to the lady of the first President of vur
Confederate States.— Charleston Courier.




